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Johnos Presbyte

Feeding Your Faith

This mont h, the | eadership
derstanding and fostering growth within our membership
over the upcoming year and
right away, church growth is not about how many people
show up each Sunday for wor
note, we did hit a milestone with our average church at-
tendance last year that you may not be aware of. The av-

St. Johnds, he talked about
sics of our faith and belief. Many of us can recite
the stories in the bibleé b

what they mean? How has the original meaning
has been translated over the years? How can we
apply them to our lives and in witness to others?

The | eadership at St. Johnod
equip everyone who walks through our doors to

live and fulfill our mission statement of

0Cel ebrating the Gospel and
Worl dé. St. Johnds is exper
levels and these are exciting times for our church

family. As Elder and chair of the Church Growth
Commission, | am looking forward to finding the

special ingredients our church family is craving to

help feed us all so we will continue to grow in

faith.

Blessings,
at §&hnWriﬂ;rﬁ’h”63 is focused on wun
beyond. Letds dispel one myth

z

shipé Al though, on that

erage attendance at St. Johnds was 126 per each Sunday.
The last time we had sustained numbers at 125+ and C

. . . . ontents
growing (this year looks to be even higher) was back in
the 196006s. I's St. Johnds growipagtohesnwramer of pmep!l e
who hear the Good News each Sunday? Yes, but the real . )
question is, are you growing in your understanding of Ministry & Fellowship, page 3
your faith and your personal understanding and commit- Christian Education & Stewardship, page 4
ment to God? That is what the Church Growth Commis- o
sion is seeking to do both today and in years to come. Missions, page 5
The Church Growth Commission welcomed the Rev. Dr. Stewardship, page 6
John Haberlin who is a recently retired pastor from Har- Announcements, page 7
rison Square Presbyterian Church in Centralia. Prior to )
his time there, he worked for General Assembly (GA) re- Prayers of the People & Birthdays, page 8
sponsible for New Church Growth and Development. Church Calendar i October 2008, page 9

Even in retirement, Dr. Haberlin still offers consultations
on Church Growth for churches across the Nation. During
his meeting with the Church Growth Commission at
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The Pastordés Pen October 2008

God's act of forgiveness toward us is a-tmee event. completely in our own mind. Jesus told Peter that
We ask once, he forgives, he forgets, and that's the gredare to forgive our brother "severitmess e ve n. 0
of it. "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to[Matthew 18:22] | always assumed he was referring
forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighte-to "seventytimesseven" separate offenses. The fact
ousness." (1 John 1:9ur forgiveness of others IS, he could have been referring to one single event.
should be the same, but sometimes it's not that cut afigou want to grow in faith, you must be able to for-
dried. Sometimes, forgiveness is a process that hasgive. We strive to forgive as we have been forgiven
be repeated again and again. 0 immediately and absolutey but sometimes it
takes us awhile to reach that point. When old
Maybe as many as ten years &gamr even twenty wounds are r@pened, we have to treat them as if
someone hurt you. You forgave them and, for all  they were brand new: take them to the cross, lay
practical purposes, forgot about it... until somethingt hem at Jesusd feet, and
happened to repen the wound. It could be a convergive as he has forgiven you.
sation, or a circumstance, or a chance event, or any
number of other things that causes you to find yours@&bn't let past hurts hold you back. Reliving the pain
struggling again with unforgiveness. It's not that youfrom last month or last year isn't worth the price you
weren't sincere in your first (or second, or third) at- have to pay. It keeps you from focusing on what
tempt to forgive them; it's just that the hurt will not goGod has called you to do today: serve him with joy,
completely away. and love him with all your heart.
See you in church,
A few years ago a business associate took advantage
of me financially. He asked me to build some spe- pastor Ken
cialty hardware and later backed out of the deal leav-
ing me with useless finished parts. | forgave him and
made an effort to move on. Few weeks ago, | was
tinkering on that British sports car (oh, no, not that
MG again) and was rummaging through my jugs of
nuts and bolts. | ran across a handful of those obsole
bolts that | threw into the spares bin after that deal
went sour. All of a sudden the resentment from the
past came rushing back. As | picked up a wrench, |
realized | would repeat the process of forgiving this
person, or it would nag at me for the rest of thedlay
or maybe even the rest of the month.

The argument could be made that | hadn't really for-
given him in the first place, or else | wouldn't have felt
so bitter. In the most literal sense, | guess that's true.
If I had forgiven him the same way Christ has forgiver
me, | suppose | would have simply ignored those dis-
carded bolts in the bottom of that jug without giving a
second thought to what happened long ago.

| have no doubt that | was sincere in my desire to for-
give him completely. But sometimes the bonds of bit-
terness aren't easily broken. Sometimes we have to
forgive someone again and again before it is settled
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Ministry October 2008

2008 | Ongoing Ministry
Peacema k[’ﬂg _— Opportunities
Oftering

Sunday School Teachers

Needed at all levels (K -8). Rotat-
ing schedule.

Sunday Morning Worship Hosts

WORLD Facilitate elements of worship
COMMUNION service (offering, prayer cards,

- attendance count). Welcome visi-
SUNDAY - '- tors and help them navigate our

4 ; church building and find seating.
Call Jolene at 834 -3281.

Sd Choir of St. Johpods
AR - Practices Thursdays in the sanc-
October 5 ~ tuary at 7:00pm.

Covenant Ringers (Bell Choir)

Practices Thursdays in the Fire-

The Peacemaking Offering was created in 1980 to support the efforts of the side Room at 5:30pm.

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to live out a deeper commitment to peace-
making as part of our faithfulness to God. It is one of four special offerings Commissions
designated by the Presbyterian Churchl MWc HS. Af. )tbrse Georek lad f A
overseen and carried out by com-
missions. These groups report to
session, and are staffed by mem-

Most churches receive the Offering on World Communion Sunday, the first
Sunday in October, which this year is October 5.

Each congregation is encouraged to retain 25 percent of the Offering it re- bers of the congregation. They
ceives to use for local ministries of peacemaking within the church and its welcome your participation:
community.

Buildings & Grounds

Contact: Rich Macdonald
834-1055

Church Growth

Contact: Jim Gray, 833 -0755

Christian Education

Contact: Erik Peterson 260 -3104

Mv ¢, Be tThomasBaker 835r9849 K Go

Worship
Contact: Flora Geiger, 882 -0287

CICII IS

Passing the Torch

The people of St. Johnds thank
for the years of service delivering our donations of food to Treas-
ure House each week. The Inter -faith Treasure House helps peo-
ple in need with food, clothing and other essentials. They are

Mission
always looking for volunteers to help and donations of non - Contact: Gladys Jennings
perishable food items. 892-9180
Fellowshi
The collection containers for Share House (clothing) and Treas- Contact: Debi Livengood
. . . . 833-9715
ure House (food) are now located on either side of the fireplace in -
inance

the Fireside Room.
Thank you for your support of these two local missions.

RN,
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Christian Education & Stewardship

] e e e e e e e e e e e e e S s S s e S s
DISCOVERY
Discoveryprovides an opportunity to discuss issues of faith in a relaxed atmosghgre. Ongoing Education
ltds the place to ask what it means||fto bandgmbwgﬂm an, How
byterians and what does that mean floir the ministry here a
something a bit different this time around. We will gather on each of the four $yp-Sundays
days of October at 9:00 a.m. downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. Childcare is pip-
vided in the nursery. Breakfast is also a part of that morning so please RSVP héﬂ?u't Sy Eioo
us plan. See pastor Ken or call the office (3281). Adult Sunday School meets during
. . . . ) the 9:00 a.m. service.
But | believe the most important aspeca$coveryis the chance you will have to
meet and become better acquainted with the wonderful people that make up thje [cdfids of the Kingdom
gregation of St. Johnos. Hope t o sfefepme¥tdidliowing e Tne With Our
- Kids portion of the 10:30a.m. Wor-
o ship Service. Grades K -8.
Blessed by God to be a Blessing Weekdays
N . Bible Bunch/Lunch Bunch .
OPraise be to the God and Father of D U.r ord esus Chrfi st
us in the heavenly real ms wit h (EehE 3.y gllﬁlelqucl}muegqeve[glegegdéyi nflg i n
(except 1st Tuesday) at 11:00am in
As managers and stewards of all that God has entrusted to us, we have the Fireside Room. Lunch Bunch
been blessed abundantly. Though perhaps some have been blessed more meets 1st Tuesday of the month in
than others, all of us fi withoutexception i have been, and continue to be, the Fireside Room at noon
the recipilents—of Godds bl essings. Wemends 81 e i o
We are entering inte our annual st eWiMé’et%ﬁ&nﬁly&’?ﬁBﬂw&lﬁc}nosay effntit
by God twe-be a Bl essimg. o6 During thi Satb:bomﬁ.East‘@r%qu‘héekslin cofnsi o
bl essed-us, the reasons “for Godds bl aéa?m%s”aﬂds\NestﬁréihHme‘é(tQiﬁt o ur
be to Godd6s goodness. Vancouver i call 834-3281 for di-
On a daily basis, God provides-for us. God-gives-the-seed, along with rain rections.
and sunshine to cause the seed to grow. God gives health, strength and life Book Club
itself. God gives wealth and.the‘ability to acquire material possessions.
And Gad gives grace and eternal life through the Lord Jesus Christ to all Mee?ts EAL € e A1 TUEEIEy;
who look to Him in believing faith et 730efpim, EL TS nems elf Epk
' Hughes (834-4376)
Did you ever stop to consider why Goq blesses us so'abundantly? He does Meno6s Fellowship [Brea
so for one simple yet profound reason: Because He loves us:In fact, the
prophet Jeremiah tells us that God hlpWYeeisiglstandgrd Sajurdaygat 5ify ¢ e
that ~is, His love knows-no beginningl| &0Pgmintbe Fellowship Hallk sl Go g
causes Him.to provide for us all that we have."And Christ demonstrated Crafty Women
t he _ F_at hfar 6s | ove. by~dyi ng on: whhieave cr )ﬁ/l@ets%énthlgo%lthgfstrFYidaQino rede
were sfill sinnefs’s ("R 5.~8) " the Fellowship Hall, 7:00 -10:00pm.
What should be our response to . God?®ds]| Brimyasnaakramad yqurcorsernt s i (r)rln’? |
Davidds observation that al | things |[cproest from God, sonle mi
that because of their lifestyle, family background or social standing, they
deserve Godo6s beneficial treatment. Dt hers might reasofn th
works entitle them to be the recipiefpts of Godds bl ess|i ngs
noble efforts and supposedly righteous deeds, when done in our strength,
amount to no more than what the prophet 1 saiah called ofil
Still others might conclude that God made a mistake in determining their place on the economic spectrum, so
they spend their time and energy trying to help God correct that error. Whether fretting daily over financial mat-
ters, diligent!l y-rishegauricchkion gs cfhoermea, oOogretengaging in some act.i
|l arge sums of money, their dissatisfaction with Godds prov

Continued on page 6
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Missions

October 2008

Harvest for the Hungry

Hunger is a hidden epidemic in our community. Every month over
2,000 people in our community come to Treasure House for food, and
40% are children. Not surprisingly, children in families with such lim-
ited resources frequently do without the basics such as food.

Every month we give food to the people in our community the following
ways.

1 3-5day supply of food once a month
1 USDA Commodities once a month

1 Fresh Produce Day once a month
1

The Lost & Found Café 0 a free meal program every Monday and
Thursday evening

Clark County has experienced the second highest level of population
growth in the state resulting in a 19.6% population growth rate from

April 2000 to July 2006 according the U.S. census Bureau. This growth
results in significant challenges for the communities in the county to
adequately meet the hunger and nutrition needs of its growing low -
income population. Eighty percent of clients are low on food. This fact
is significant because it shows that only 20% of people rely on food
banks in emergency situations. The other 80% have made going to food
banks a consistent part of how they obtain food.

Treasure House is the primary food bank for Camas -Washougal and
has been serving our communities for 38 years. We are your commu-
nity food bank.

Treasure House is having a Harvest for the Hungry Concert and Recep-
tion to raise funds for our food bank. The concert will feature national
recording artist, Annie Moses, and will be held on Wednesday, October
22nd; 2008 in Washougal at the Washburn Auditorium

Thank you for your consideration and your continued community
support

Sincerely,

Nancy Wilson
Executive Director
834-4181
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Ongoing Mission
Opportunities

These are mission organizations and
projects that St. J
ongoing basis.

SHARE

Provides shelter, food and emergency
services to the homeless. Donation box
in Narthex. St. Jobf
monthly. Contact; Ron Williams (837 -
3547).

Treasure House

Provides food, clothing, and emergency
assistance to children and their fami-
lies in crisis. Food donation box in
Narthex. St. Johnos
following projects (Contact: Nancy
Wilson, 834 -5497):

Lost & Found Café (Ongoing)

Back to School Backpacks
(August)

Sharing Tree (December)
Friends of the Carpenter
Inviting the homeless to Christ
through friendship. Contact: Ellie
McCallum (835 -2810).
Free Clinic of Southwest Washington

Provides free basic health care to those
unable to access such services. Contact:
Sherrie Thomas (834 -7312).

Seasonal Mission

Opportunities
Friends of Hospice Southwest Washing-
ton
Annual Poinsettia sale in November.

Networkers

Mot her 6s Day <cards

Quarterly PCUSA  -Wide

Offerings

Peacemaking Offering
Pentecost Offering

One Great Hour of Sharing
Christmas Joy Offering

phno

aval
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